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India-Pacific 
relations

Trilateral Development 
Corporation (TDC)

Ministry of External 
Affairs launched 

Platform

Aims to provide 
alternative  TDC 

Fund 
involve private 

sectors investment

in Indo-Pacific 
region

to Chinese 
development 

partnership model

i.e. Debt Trap 
world

India and TDC 
Fund

India's 
contribution to 

GIP will be 
channelized 
through TDC 

Fund

Global Innovation 
Partnership (GIP)

Trilaterral 

India

EU

UK

India-UK PartnershipWill promote 
start up led 

innovations in Asia 
& AfricaTDC
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BRICS

AIM

promote 
security

development

cooperation

peace

more equitable
& fairer world

nations' economies collectively dominate global growth
by 2050

ISSUES

Dominant role
of China

Bilateral differences

wide disparities
among 5 nations

lack of
binding ideology

Challenge for
intra-BRICS consensus

Multilateral Reforms
 Slow progress

 Trade related challenges

 geographical distancetime and cost
Export

Restrictive trade environments

China’s dominance

non-tariff barriers
import restrictions

domestic & socio-economic 
Like corruption

WAY FORWARD

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INDIA

International status

Strengthening cooperation 

Overcome diversities seek common interest

Emphasise on Counterterrorism

BRICS-plus framework

BRICS institutions

Enhance the efficiency
via contested multilateralism

Non-western groupingBalances growing partnership with westmulti-aligned
foreign policy

Managing relationswith China important commercial partner
despite security tensions

climate change mitigation

resilient &

green technologies 

sustainable infrastructure

ABOUT

Group of 5 nation

Brazil 

Russia 
India 

China 

South Africa 

Emerging economies

24% world GDP

16% share in
World trade
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 Why in News India agreed to be a part of Indo-Pacific Economic Framework
for Prosperity (IPEF) 

About IPEF  U.S.-led framework

GS paper 2

IR

for participating countries to solidify their relationships 

and engage in
Economic and trade matters

Member states US, Australia, Brunei

Fiji, and Vietnam

New Zealand, Philippines

India, Indonesia

Singapore, Thailand

Republic of Korea

Japan, Malaysia

Economic framework

broadly rests on
Four pillars

Significance of IPEF

Building free and open

Making supply chains

Countering influence of China 

Strengthening partnership

Better Economic Partnerships

Significance of
IPEF for India

Issues with IPEF

By Establishing
New rules of Commerce 

Indo-Pacific region 

more resilient
Protect against costly disruptions

In Indo-Pacific

on key global issues by focusing on
decarbonization

enforce effective tax

Climate crisis

anti-money laundering

Better economic opportunities

Participation in

Aligned to domestic
requirements

Participation in regional tradeIPEF membershipkeeps India in
Asian trading arrangements

Overlap with

Fear of U.S. Domination

Violation of WTO rules

Short in countering

Lack of clarity

Absence of

Due to IPEF'snon-specific natureScope of negotiations 

On range of issues

For India
Outside China's influence

Resilient supply chains

Concerns are on
feasibility of grouping

Chinese Economic dominanceLack of direct incentives
Offered In IPEF

In rules and standards
of digital technologies

BDN
Blue Dot Network

B3W
Build Back Better World

IPEF  not an FTA

Dispute settlement mechanism

US could use IPEF

to pressurise IndiaOn supporting moratorium
at the WTO
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Inflation Targeting

 Why in News If average headline

Limitations of
Inflation Targeting

GS paper 3

About Inflation
Targeting

Framework

Inflation

Way Forward
Benefits of
Inflation targeting

Predictable policy
framework

Other benefits

Credibility of objectives

Transparency

Reduced impact of shocks

Anchoring of future

Reduced inflation volatility

Inflation expectations

Price stability as
Unambiguous & sustainable goal 

As single objectiveOf monetary policy
Likely to success

Inflation provides
Greater operational independence

Consumer Price Inflation stays above 6% RBI will have

To Explain
why not maintained 

Pre-emptive monetary policy

Effectiveness

Risk of Hurting Poor

Accuracy issue

Issues in fixing & maintenance

Central bank specifies an inflation rate as a goal 

adjusts its
monetary policyto achieve specified

Annual inflation rate

1970-80s

Inflation targeting or Disinflationary policies part of many

Central Banks policy

1990  New Zealand

first nation to adopt 
inflation targeting framework

2014-15

Urjit Patel Committee Monetary Policy Framework Agreement Signed by 

GoI & RBI

2016

RBI Act, 1934 amended Make inflation targeting nominal anchor of

RBI’s monetary policy

Monetary Policy Committee

Targets CPI inflation 4% with +/- 2% as upper and lower

Tolerance limit

Medium-term frameworkBecome Challenging due toLimited data on

Limited indicators

Framework can’t control
all parts of inflation

In low-income societies
Inflation seems callous

of target inflation ratePersistent low inflation
 risk of Deflation

Higher inflation
risk of Stagflation

action to reinforce credibility

of monetary policy

Improving quality & frequency

Coordinated policy
responses

of data collection
Use AI technology

monetary and fiscal to tackle
global supply shocks

Use of different

inflation targets to
serve different classes
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India and Free Trade Agreements (FTA)

GS paper 3

Major Issues
Related to

 What is FTA

Way Forward

IR
Agreement between

It includes

FTAs categorized as

Comprehensive
Economic Cooperation

Comprehensive
Economic Partnership

Preferential Trade

India’s Foreign
Trade Policy

Scrutiny of FTAs 

Infrastructural Evolution

Strengthening MSME Sector

 Enhancing Domestic Base

Trade policy framework

Negative Balance of Trade

High Dependence on Imports

Lacks Transparency and Scrutiny

Misunderstanding Self-Reliance

State of India's FTA

India currently has

India's imp. Trade Agreements

countries or regional blocks to reduce or eliminate Trade barriers

through mutual Negotiations 

Agreement

goods, services

investment, competition

government procurement

intellectual property

12 FTAs

Comprehensive Economic Cooperation

South Asian Free Trade Agreement

Asia Pacific Trade Agreement

South Asia Preferential Trading Agreement

and Partnership Agreement

Latest  India-UAE CEPA

FTAs objectives not clear 

No institutional mechanisms

As From India's FTA
With ASEAN & Japan

Eg. Oil & Fuel needsSome geopolitical changes

Disrupt supply chain

as Protectionism
Becoming closed economy 

To be made
Open and Competitive 

link Special Economic Zones with MSME sector

incentivize small businesses

For manufacturing Value-added products
like engineering goods 

electronic products 

drugs and pharmaceuticals 

textiles ; agri machinery 

warehouses, testing labs Indian exporters competitive
in global market

Digitisation of export processes 
save both time & cost 

By Committee on Commerce
Ensures executive Accountability 

manufacturing product export
low
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IFC-IOR to Check China Overfishing About
track China's Unreported

Quad initiate maritime surveillance initiative to protect Exclusive Economic Zones

Illegal

& Unregulated Fishing activity (IUUF)

in Indo-Pacific region 

aim

to push back Chinese Trawlers

How would initiative function?
constellation of surveillance centresSatellite Technology Connects withIFC-IOR

Singapore

Pacific

To Combat (IUUF)

Proposed surveillance centres
Singapore Navy’s Information Fusion Centre

Australia-sponsored Pacific Fusion Center

Indian Navy’s IFC-IOR

Port Vila , Vanuatu.

Gurugram, India

Need for the initiative Checking ecological damages 

Synergizing IPEF

Livelihood

Human Rights

Checking China’s IUUF 
Geostrategic move

by Quad nation 

Indian Navy’s Information Fusion Centre-Indian
Ocean Regionpart of

SAGAR Framework

collapssing fisheries

bonded crew

forced crew

trafficked crew

used by
Chinese fleets 

to nullifynations dependence 
on China 

& Food Security destabilise 

&create
Security risk

Coastal Nations

Mechanismmonitor fishing activitiesSoutheast Asia

to South Pacific

Indian Ocean

& report illicit fishing

Indo-Pacific Economic Framework
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Rural-Urban Divide

GS-1/2/3
Indian Society

Inequality

Economic Development

Evolution

British Era
exploitative land policy

collapse of cottage industries

languishing agriculture

created rural-urban divide

post-independence
capital intensive infrastructure

urban infrastructure

furthered rural-urban divide

post-1980

economic reforms
economic inequality 

even furthered rural-urban divide

Disparities

Rural India

Urban India

contribute 25 to 30% of GDP

primacy of primary sector

per capita income
around Rs. 40000

suboptimal
health infra

educational infra
digital deprivation

traditional social practices
still very strong

per capita income
around Rs. 98000

contribute 65% of GDP

primary of secondary & tertiary sector

good health and educational infra

Digital innovation hub

modern outlook
merit

rationality

Consequences

one nation
multiple identities

democratic participation

human capital
uneven & inequitable

rural distress
& alienation

Unplanned
growth

development

migration
rural to urban

slum development

cultural divide

due to different
social status

economic status

farmers movement

LWE

patriarchy and casteism

more in rural India

more in rural India

Interdependence

production relationship

consumption relationship

Financial linkages

Livelihood
diversification

migration

urban demand
shaping rural production

health & education
R depends on U

food and horiculture
U depends on R

land based

labour based

self-employment

credit & investments
from Urban banks

remittances
flows from U to R

R to U

labour requirement of U
fulfilled

Flows

R to U

U to R

lifestyle & consumption pattern

Building Material & resources

R to U
U to R

transportation

water

tourism & cultural activities

Work

pollution

food

trade

energy

migration

Way Forward 

decentralized governance

rebooting MGNREGA

vocational training in Rural India

more income for labours

better planning
for peri-urban areas

settlement planning
need based

rural tourism 

rural digital & physical infra 

rurban strategy 
sustainable supply chain 

Shyama Prasad Mukherjee RURBAN MISSION 

PURA Strategy 
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Regional Connectivity-I

GS-2
IR

What is RC? multifaceted programme

cross-country

covers both

trade & transport networks

ICT

energy infra

People to people network

hard infra

soft infra

used as
regional public good

road

rail

marine connectivity

airports

energy networks

digital connectivity
optical fibre network

satellites

common institutions

cross border financing

trade facilitation centres

Benefits

efficient supply chain

GVA in region 

mobility 
trade 

regional integration 
inequality 

cultural exchanges 

digital connectivity 

Knowledge exchange 
Knowledge based economy 

industry 4 economy 

strategic importance
for Indianeighbourhood first policy 

check China

particularly
in Sri Lanka

in Nepal

in Bangladesh

eg. BBIN initiative

energy security 
fuel import

energy export

India as supply chain hub 

India's global status 

benefits
North-East of India

by Act East Policy

cultural vision
Hindu & Buddhist Heritage 

Global Projects of India

India-EU Comprehensive
Connectivity Partnership

One Sun One World One Grid

sustainable connectivity projects
in Asia, Africa & Indo-pacific

Sharing of RE resources

Indo-Pacific
Oceans initiative

connectivity in Indo-pacific regions

Asia-Africa Growth Corridor

economic project
India, Japan & many African countries

Principles followed
by India

Transparency 

Inclusiveness

Sustainability

Comprehensive
infrastructure 

Institutional connectivity 

capacity building 

people to people contact 

Rule Based

Respect
Sovereignty

territorial integrity

& Viability
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Trans-Himalayan Multi-Dimensional
Connectivity Network (THMCN)

GS paper 2

About
THMCN

Way ahead

Concerns for
India 

 Why in news

Neighborhood Relations

China’s outreach in
Himalaya

Impact on Nepal relations

Security concerns

Himalayan Quad

Challenges India’s role

Environmental impacts

Address Environmental
concern

Improve connectivity

Consolidate Nepal relation

in Border region

China  and Nepal Agreed to build Trans-Himalayan Network

Multi-Dimensional Connectivity

A economic corridor Proposed in 2019 As part of China's 
Belt & Road Initiative

Aims to

Enhance connectivity in

Ports , Roads

Railways , Aviation 

Communications

Aims to Increase 

Integration between
China and

Economic development 

South Asia

China to form itWith Himalayan countries
China 

Pakistan 

Nepal 

Afghanistan 

 Negative impact on
 India’s security

Strategic environment
Indo-Pacific Strategy

China’s influence China's Infrastructure diplomacyalternate Trading routes

Reliance on India 

TMHCN pass nearLumbini, India
Raised concerns

as South Asian Power

Project run throughfragile alpine ecosystems Aggravate landslides & floods 

in Indian Himalayan states

Illegal Trading of
Endangered species

India  Nepalintroduce new initiatives
economic

infrastructure

developmental

Himalayan region must form“Third Pole Council”
Collectively tackle concerns

Limitation
for India

China Pakistan
Economic Corridor

China foresees Himalayas as next frontier for Global resource
management and conservation

unknown mineral deposits 

Passes through Himalayas
Gilgit-Baltistan region

China invested in

Wakhan Corridor Fiber-Optic Survey Project Create fiber linkages

Afghanistan & China

Other Initiatives
comprehensive security agreements 

infrastructure-oriented aid

public-private partnerships 

focus on trade

economic and security cooperationIndian connectivity
developments

As unsettled boundary issues
with Pakistan & Nepal

Lacks strategic vision
led to slow implementation

Tough Himalayan terrain
on Indian side
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Globalisation: Slowdown or Mutating?

Recent Context After COVID-19 world debating on the

What? 3 dimensions economic integration

growing

Growth in the last 3 decades

Greater mobility of 

Global flow of information

Spread of MNCs 

Promotion of privatisation 

Easy capital flow
btw different economies 

Way Forward

Globalisation 4.0

future of globalisation

economic interdependence 

Increased openness
of countries 

people

goods and services

IT revolution 

Rule based

global trade system
WTO 

Promotion of

privatisation innovation 
competition 

Dissatisfaction from globalisation

Financial risks

Creation of

1997 Asian financial crisis 

2008 Global Financial crisis 

International tax heavens 

Rise in protectionism 
China

USA

UK

People dissatisfied 

loss of jobs

rise in inequalities

Behavioural concerns
Mc Donaldization 

Strategic concerns rise of China

breakdown of 

WTO talks

concerns over 

privacy

cybercrimes

Belt & Road Initiative 

Slowdown during COVID-19

Economic

Social

Political

Blame game of USA

China

Chines expansionism 

led to
tensions 

cooperation 

e.g. AUKUS, QUAD

India's Vaccine Maitri

increased restrictions 

breakdown of
global supply chains 

travel restrictions 

job loss 
effected remittances

shift in customer

definition

behaviour

 Structural shiftsMore tradein services
than goods

Global Value Chains

knowledge intensive 

more regional 
less global

Global demandshifting to
developing countries 

Globalisation

to be built onequal footing 

promoting diversity 

opposing single-mindedhomogenisation of
societies 

tech. intensive products

institutional failures
like WHO

joint action on
climate change, Paris Goals

terrorism

global institutions
WTO, WHO, UNSC

credibility

inclusiveness

Domestic resentment

inequality  betweenHavs
Have-Nots

by strengthening 

SDGs

jobs 

local govts.
sons-of-soil 

digital products

Conclusion

globalisation

GS-3
Globalisation and its impact

social integration
by migration, travel

through movies, sports

cultural exchanges

political integration through global
institutions eg.WTO

treaties eg.Paris goals, SDGs

local needs 

social welfare

not ended

covid fast forwarded
speed of change
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Social Media & Society

Challenges

Benefits

Way Forward

GS paper 1

Potential of Internet

Society

Countering Hegemony

Heterogeneous
Communities

Cheap & Easy

Closing distances b/w

New opportunities

Direct interaction

Democratisation ofKnowledge

Communication 

Information

People
Not just consumer

Content Creators 

Voiceless peopleFeels sense of

YouTubers 

Belongingness

Medium of profession 

Wider share of
Opinions

Discourse

Content creation
Less investment 

Soft skill-driven 

Social mediaCounters

Alternate source of
Knowledge 

News 

Friends 

Family 

With Government 

By Tagging 
On Social media

For availing services

Traditional players

Online Trolling

Rumors

Fake news

Women safety

Hate speech Responsible for

Violence

Deaths
Eg. Delhi Riots

Eg. Palghar case

On social media Edited images 

Fake texts

Distinguishing
tough b/w

Misinformation
Facts

Vigilantes
Violates law

Troll people

Threaten people
Having different views

Attack on reputation

Women faces
Cyberbullying 

Rape threats 

Harm on Dignity 

Authenticated as news
Published widely 

Suggestions

India 

Need

second-largest
Online market

Active Internet users
692 million

Seek & Share
Information

Build communities

Counter

Hate speech

With positive speech 

Rumours
with Counter Speech

with Reassurance by 
State

Media

Fact checkers 

Community Policing 

Behavioural changes

Strong Regulations

Public awareness 
By Digital literacy

National laws

AI usage
Detect online threats

Legal measure
Check by Government 

On Social media

Direct Accountability
Good governance 

Blackmailing 
Eg. Chandigarh univ. incident
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Social Media & Politics

Importance in politics

GS Paper 3

Role of Media

Recent

Survey
conducted

Which news source
Most influential

About Meaning
Internet based services

Mobile related services

exchange of Views, content sharing
Online

Examples
Blogs & Vlogs

Social Networking site

Status update services

Wikis

Associated
Concerns

Political landscape

Re energized
Direct connect Leaders & Citizens

Communication 

Ideology & goals

Political party People

Ask suggestions

Take feedback

For Election Manifeso

On performance

Cost effective Campaigns cheaper

Contestants Less funds needed
For campaign

Spread widely Goes viral

By likes, retweet

Public engagement 

Diverse viewpoints 
By trolls

By online posts

Candidates speak truth
In election speech

Geographical barriers

Spread of fake
news

Misuse of Data

Post-truth politics

Online abuse

Security issues

Ethical fallout

Freedom of speech

In threatsDue to trolls

abuses

Steps for
resolving
concerns

Personal beliefs > Facts

Hatred

Misinformation 

Disinformation 

Sensational reportingRegional threat

Cambridge Analytica Case

Data used

Political ethics
Weakened

Social instability

As Regulations 
Hate speech

EC instructions

IT Rules, 2021

Code of Ethics set by Platforms

Model Code of Conduct
Apply on social media

Election candidate
File details ofSocial media account

Online campaign
expenditure should be

Under election
expenditure limit

Social media expert

Silence period
Imply on social media

State & District level

Digital users
Grievance Redressal 

Accountability of rights 

more Empowered 

Voluntary

in 2019 election

For ethical use of
Social media

Transparency in Pol. Advt''s

electoral integrity

Way Forward

Responsibilit
y- based

approach

Conduct studies

Coordination

Among stakeholders Think tanks
Civil society

Regulation
Ethical practices 

Fact checkers

Of Social media platforms

Use Advanced tech
To detect
unauthentic
sources

Independent regulator
Appointed

To understand pol.
Changes

By social media simple guidelines on data handling

to distinct

to engage citizens 

Academia

WhatsApp forwards

Most liked

without consent 

privacy concerns

acceptable content 

forbidden content 
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 (RD)Rural Development

why in news Ombudsperson App Launched by
Mo Rural Devt.

Purpose

Transparency

Accountability

About App

Grievances

Smoothly handle

Categorisation

Recieve Complaints
Various sources

Implementing MNREGA

e-governance

Physical 

Digital 

Mass media 

Passing of awards

Quick disposal

Ombudsperson work

Hassle free

Easy tracking

For each case

MGNREGA

Timely 

Rural Area

Lawfully guaranteed 

Wage employment 
Min. days

Unskilled labourers

Objective

Social inclusion

Create

Urban migration

Employment generation

Durable assets

Wells

Canals 

Ponds etc

Roads 

Rural infrastructure

Adult person
Any household

MNREGA Act 2005

Enforces Right To Work

Responsibilities

Centre

State

Set up SEGC Council

Social Audit

Monitors
Entire Implementation

Gram panchayat Receive application

Register household

Provide
Job card

Identify work

Agency

 (RD)Meaning

Action plan
For upliftment of

Social Status

Economic Status

Improve

People's life

job situation

RD Issues

Poverty

Poor infrastructure

Human Resources
Lacking

Health facilities
Not adequate

 (RD)Objective
underemployment

quality life

Underprivileged people

Provide

Basic needs

Education 

Employment

Healthcare facilities

Roads

Drinking Water 

Govt initiatives
Schemes

PM Awaas

Antyodaya Anna

Sansad gram

NSAP
Social Assistance 

PMGram Sadak

NRLM

PMRDF

 Gs Paper 3

Inclusive growth

Rural livelihood 

panchayatslacks4Fs

corruption

elite capture

funds

functions
functionaries

framework

physical

digital

unemployment
migration to cities

financial services
Not adequate

agri. growth
stagnant

non agri. jobs

road

electricity

SAMPADA Scheme

overall development 

support poorest 

housing 

infra 

food processing 

roads 

Rurban Mission
infra 

economy 

employment 

Samagra Siksha Abhiyan
education 

Agri. infra fund
agri. infra 

MGNREGA
rural income 

SHGs 

rural assets 

RADPFI revised
guidelines

spatial planning topology based
population

agro-climatic zone

disaster vulnerability

hill areavillage
planning scheme

community
engagement
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PM Kisan Sampada Yojana

Context

food processing ministry

extended scheme
till 2026

?What is it

Objectives

Importance

food processing connecting farmers to domestic consumers

economy processed food market CAGR
15%

Central sector scheme

agri. income

processing capacities

food processing units
moderise

value addition
wastages 

level of processing

umbrella scheme of sub-schemes
Mega Food Parks (MFPs)
cold chain, value addition infra
food processing infra
agro-processing clusters
backward-forward linkages
food-safety infra

earlier SAMPADA now PMKSY

HR institutions
operation Greens

capital subsidy

in Grants-in-aid 35% to 75% of
project cost

expand

value added product 
export

x2 farmers income

infra
jobs

international consumers

Way Forward
Challenges to FP

other FP
related measures

100% FDI
in automatic route

FP fund

Rs 2000 crore
under NABARD

credit to
FP units

classified in PSL

tax
exemptions

IT exemptions
to FPOs

lower GST
to food products

operation greens
Tomato onion
potatovalue chain dev.

agri. logistics

processing infra

PM FME

upgrade 
existing micro FP units

PLISFPI

incentivizing
food manufacturing

capacity expnsion

FP industry

to reach $535 bn by 2025-26

employment more than 20 lakh
in organized FP

One-District-One-Product

GDP share 13% 2.5 lakh Cr. CAGR 10%

Potential of FP

current food processingonly 10% of
produces

export market

complements
One-Nation-One-market

E-nam

GST
FPOs

poor
supply
chain infraprimary processing

cold storage

distribution chains

poor standard
poor link btwn.

production 

processing 

market constraint
by APMCs 

health safety

quality

innovation product devt. 

MFPs

need huge investment

links primary sector
secondary sector

tertiary sector

is Sunrise Industry

post harvest loss90k crore
NITI Aayog

supply side
bottlenecks

fragmented holdings
high seasonality

high perishability

productivity

demand
side bottlenecks

fragmented market

export infra.

low value export

to create infra hand holding to investors
fiscal incentives

risk sharing 

Model Contract Farming Act 

expand eNam 

AMIF

robust infra 
at village gate level

Agri-export policy 

HR devt 

village level proc.
Village Haats to GrAMS 

GS 3 

food processing & related industry
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