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ADMINISTRATION

The system of administration in these empires was 
based upon the ideas and practices of Gupta empire

King was head of administration 
and commander in chief of the 

armed forces

The king  was  assisted  by  
number  of  ministers

The empires consisted of areas 
administered directly and areas 

ruled by vessels

He also dispensed justice

generally  form  leading  
families  and  their  position  

was  hereditary

Vessels had autonomy in  
internal affairs

The directly  administered  
territories  were  divided  into

Rashtra (province)

Visaya (Districts)

Bhukti

The head of Rashtra was 
Rashtrapati

and
had both civil and military authority 

over the Rashtra

The village headman carried out duties with 
the help of Grama-Mahajana or  

Grama-Mahattara (village elders)

Villages had commitees to 
manage schools, tanks, 

temples etc

Law and order in the towns and in 
areas in their vicinity was

the responsibility of 
Koshtapala or Kotwal

Each Bhuktis 
was made up 

of a number of 
villages

He was in charge of 
maintaining law and 

order, collecting 
taxes, and keeping 
accounting records.

The popular 
representative 

council played an 
important role in 

village 
administration. The 

councils had 
representatives 

from each 
household.

Rasht rakutas 
(Administ rat ion)
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Nad-gavundas or 
Desa-gramakutas were the 
hereditary revenue officers

Revenue 
System

 Revenue was 
primarily derived 
from tributes paid 

by vassals

Revenue was also 
generated by 

mines, forests, and 
wasteland

The king's share 
of the land tax was 

known as the 
Udranga or 
Bhagakara

Rashtrakuta 
emperors 

also issued 
gold coins

The lands given 
to Brahmins and 
temples were not 

exempt from 
taxation

The tax was not 
levied if the state 

was hit by a 
natural disaster 

Typically, the 
tax collected 

was 14 
percent of the 
gross produce

The 
Rashtrakuta 

had a 
well-developed 

coin system

there were the 
five types of 

coins.

but the tax 
on such land 

was low

Suvarna

Godhyanka

Kalanju

Drama

Kasu 

such as 
drought or 

famine

Army

Trade & 
Commerce

Rashtrakutas

armies were 
well-organized 
and efficient

Rasht rakutas 
(Army, Revenue, 

Trade & Commerce)

the majority of the 
army was always 
stationed at the 

capital

standing army 
was used both 

defensively 
and offensively

armies from the 
provinces and 

feudatories could 
be summoned as 

needed

South Indian 
and Deccan 
regions were 

not 

as fertile 
as the 

Ganges 
valley

Malabar coast 
and other areas 

produced enough 
agricultural 

produce 

to meet the 
needs of the 
population

Kannada 
states were 

rich in 
mineral 

resources 

Rashtrakutas 
controlled 
the coastal 

areas

they exported 
Indian silk and 

cotton to Arabia, 
Persia, and 

other countries

Important Import 
Product

Export 
Products

Arabian 
HorsesJewellery 

& Ivory
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The Empire was divided into

ADMINISTRATION 

OF THE CHOLAS

Mandalams (provinces)  - Royal  
princes  (in  charge)

Valanadus - Perinattar

Nadus (district) - Nattar

Urs (Autonomous Villages) 

The king was 
considered central 

and supreme

King was 
assisted by 
council of 
ministers

Perundanam &  
serundanam were 
important officials

Ministers named as ?Velir? 
used to handle all the 

decisions and authorities

The 
imperial capital 

was at Thanjavur, 
later Gangaikonda 

Cholapuram

Divided into

Divided into

Divided into

Hierarchical 
Government 

Set up

Central Govt.

Provincial 
Govt.

Local Govt.

central government 
consisted of a 

fully-fledged secretariat 
administration

9 provincial states 
known as ?Mandalam? 

was there

Mandala 
Mundlis known as 
governors of each 

state

Each town and 
village had its assembly. 

There were three assemblies 
known as ?Ur?,?Sabha? 

and "Nagaram"

 Assemblies 
functioned with the 
help of committees 

formed known as the 
?Variams?

Ur was the 
assembly of farmers 

known as  ?velalas? in 
non-brahmadeya 

villages

Sabha was gathering of  
adult men in the Brahmana 
village ? Agrahara (rent free 

villages with autonomy)

Uttiramerur 
Inscriptions gives 

detailed account of  the 
village administration

Nagaram 
was assembly 

of traders 
from Nadu

They were 
responsible to 

collect taxes on 
shops, 

commerce and 
other sectors on 

the market.

 traded 
committees, 

garden 
committees and 
committed for 
justice were 

assigned with 
different 

responsibilities

The members 
were chosen 

based on 
elections. 

They performed 
the works like 

temple 
maintenance, 

collection of taxes, 
irrigation, 

agriculture, 
construction of 

roads and others

assemblies 
were 

self-driven with 
accountability 

to the king

Revenue 
System

Main source of 
Income for 

Chola Empire 
was land 
revenue

which was 
1/6th of the 

produce

Regular land 
survey was 
carried out

Dues were 
levied on 

ceremonial 
occasions like 

marriage

Land was divided 
into two categories: 

taxable land and 
non-taxable land

except that 
there was 

cutoms & tolls

either in 
cash or 

kind

Mine, port, 
forest, and salt 

pan taxes 
were levied. 
Professional 
and property 
taxes were 
also levied

tax burden 
was high

Chol a 
Administ r at ion
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Early Muslim 
Invasions

The first 
Muslim 

Invasion of 
India was by 

the Arabs 

led by 
Muhammad 

Bin Qasim.

 It occurred 
in 711 AD and 

resulted in Sindh's 
conquest

The first Turkish 
invasion of India 

was led by 
Mahmud of 

Ghazni

He attacked India 
seventeen times 

between 1000 
and 1027 AD 

under the guise of 
Jihad.

He launched 
his first 

invasion into 
India in 1001 

AD.

He was an 
Arab military 

commander in 
the service of 
the Umayyad 

Caliphate

His military exploits 
resulted in the 

establishment of 
Arab Sind and 

Multan

He defeated 
the Sindhi 
Brahmin 

dynasty ruler, 
Raja Dahir

Dahir was later 
decapitated and his 

head sent to al-Hajjaj 
ibn Yusuf in Basra.

Hajjaj, the 
governor of 

Iraq, appointed 
Qasim to lead 

the expedition 
against Sindh

Qasim was 
only 17 yrs of 

age then

Source of 
Information

Chachnama 
written in the 

13th century by a 
Persian scholar 

Ali Kufi

 Battle of Rewar

Multan was 
dubbed the 

"City of Gold" 
by Qasim.

3 objectives
loot & plunder

spreading 
islam with 

sword

to transform 
Ghazni, his 

capital city, into a 
region of 

formidable power 
in the entire 
Central Asia.

In 998 AD, 
Mahmud of 

Ghazni succeded 
in father

places he 
invaded

Thaneshwar, 
Kashmir, 

Gwalior, Malwa, 
Bundelkhand

Mathura, Kangra, 
Tripuri, Bengal 

Delhi, Kanauj, 
and Punjab

In 1027 AD, 
Mahmud invaded 

the Somnath 
temple in 
Gujarat

Ear l y Musl im 
Invasions
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Impact of Invasions 
of Mahmud of 

Ghazni

Mahmud's 
invasions of India 

were bloody

 He was a 
ruthless raider 
and plundered 

the wealth

places like 
Mathura, Kanauj, 

Thaneshwar were 
transformed into 

ruins

demolition of the 
Shiva temple at 

Somnath earned him 
tremendous hatred 

of many Hindus

He looted the 
wealth of the temples 
and then destroyed 

them completely

Jwalamukhi

Maheshwar

Narunkot

Dwarka

Hailed as 
Islamic Hero after 
these invasions

Invasions led to 
the foundation of 
the Turkish rule in 

India 

 his conquest 
opened the gates 

of India to be 
conquered from 
the Northwest

He built a large 
empire covering 

Samarkand in the north, 
Gujarat in the south

Punjab in the 
east and 

Caspian sea in 
the west.

His empire 
included Persia, 

Afghanistan, 
Trans-oxyana, 
and Punjab.

Exposed

weaknesses 
and disunity 

among 
Rajputs

Indian Rulers 
were militarily 

weak

proved that 
Muslims were superior 
to Hindus in the field of 

war, discipline and 
duty

Economic 
condition of India 

weakened

due to drain of 
wealth

Destroyed Indian 
arts, architecture 

and sculpture 
due to the 

demolition of 
idols and 
temples

Islam also gained 
a major foothold 

in India

Hindu-Muslim 
hatred 

increased 

sufis came Hindu-Muslim 
Interactions 
increased

 Inclusion of 
Punjab and 

Afghanistan in 
his kingdom, 

made the Indian 
frontiers weak 

This made easier 
for other Afghan 

and Turkish rulers 
to enter India into 

the Gangetic valley 
at any time

It led to 
Muhammad 

Ghori's invasion 
of India in 1191
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